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CROSS COUNTRY RUN 
Despite a slightly rainy start to the day, our School Cross Country event went ahead—much to the delight of everyone involved. It was 
great to see our students getting into the spirit of the day by giving their best and encouraging those around them. Special thanks to our 
PE teachers, Rhonda Peney and Josh Simpson for organising the event. 

A Grade 6 Camp update from Mr A! 
This week I had the absolute pleasure of attending the Year 6 camp to Beechworth. This was our first camp since 2019. 
Proud is an understatement for our children. The way they interacted with each other, the staff and our new friends 
working in Beechworth was impressive.  
The week started with a stop at Glenrowan learning about Ned Kelly and the last stand. 
Over the course of the week they learnt more about Ned and his trial, the Beechworth Gold rush and all the businesses 
that opened up in the area. 
Highlights have been panning for gold, bush dance with Lazy Harry, re-enacting the Ned Kelly trial, Beechworth Honey 
and the Beechworth Sweet Company. The children will have many wonderful memories for year years to come. A huge 
thankyou to the staff and parents who attended camp....we appreciate your care for our Year 6 students....A great team! 

NAPLAN 

Important information 
regarding NAPLAN for 
Years 3 and 5 has been 
included in this edition 

of the newsletter—
please read ahead.  

TERM 2 
Given that this is our first newsletter for Term 2, I would like to take the opportunity to welcome everyone back.  
During the holidays we had a number of exterior surfaces painted—giving the school a fresh and bright look. Another noticeable change 
was the installation of Interactive Smart Boards in every classroom—enabling us to continually improve delivery of student learning 
through state of art educational technology. Already the term is shaping up to be a busy and exciting time with School Camps, Enrolment 
Week for 2022 Foundation students, Athletics and Interschool sporting events, Mothers’ Day Stall and NAPLAN. 

NEW STAFF 
Please welcome our recently 
appointed staff members:  
 
Office: 
Helen McGuigan —replacing 
Annette in the office while she is 
on leave 
 
Education  Support: 
Hannah Hemley 
Kiara Tanic  
Natasha Lesiuk  
 
Deaf Facility: 
Melanie Lawrence  



NAPLAN 2021 
 

This year the National Assessment Program - Literacy And Numeracy (NAPLAN) testing for Years 3 and 5  
students will be held on Tuesday 11th May, Wednesday 12th May and Thursday 13th May.  

 
NAPLAN is a set of tests undertaken by all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 - across Australia.  

The three days of testing focus on Reading, Writing, Language Conventions  
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. 

 
The aim of NAPLAN assessments is to highlight the educational developments that students make over the 

course of their time at both Primary and Secondary School.  
 

NAPLAN is not a pass or fail style of test, but rather it demonstrates how individual student’s Numeracy and  
Literacy skills are progressing, against national standards for all Australian children.  The results of this testing 

provides information for students, parents  and teachers, which is used to improve student achievement. 
 

Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. This report will describe your child’s  
particular skills in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. 

The report will also show how your child performed in relation to national minimum standards.  
These describe the minimum acceptable standards for students across Australia. Parents will be able to collect 

this report from their child’s class teacher once they have arrived at school.  
 

It is important to note that the twice yearly individual student reports prepared by the classroom teacher, give a 
more comprehensive and accurate picture of what your child is able to do and where they are having difficulties. 

For more information about the tests, please visit the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au   
or the NAP website at www.nap.edu.au 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au
http://www.nap.edu.au




 

 
PPS House Athletics Day Update - Ballam Park 

 
In the last week of Term 1, we ran our Grade 3 – 6 House 

Athletics Day 
 

The rain held off and we were able to run all the events.  
It was great to see the students proudly wearing their House 

Colours. 
 

Well done to all the students for being brave and having a go 
at all the events. Everyone earned points for participating, 

and if you placed in an event you earned more points for your 
house. 

The final overall results were very close and will be announced  
at the next assembly.  

There were some outstanding individual efforts by our skilled 
athletes.  

Congratulations to the following students: 
 

9/10 Yr. 
Chase M, Kale, Hendrix, Aria, Ava M, Harper and Fern 

 
11 Yr. 

Easton, Brandon, Ethan H, Aiden A, Jaz M, Gabby M and Ruby 
H 
 

12/13Yr. 
Rhys B, Phoenix, Isaac, Riley B, Seb D, Gabby D, Grace E and 

Mia S 
 

The Murdoch District Athletics Day will be held in Term 3.  
The District Athletics team will be decided closer to this 

date. 
 

Thanks Rhonda and Josh. 











WELL DONE ROC!  
Always having a love of cars and going fast, Roc dreamed of being a speedway driver from the 

first time he laid his eyes on the dirt track.  Unfortunately, he was too young for the Sprint 

Cars, so the next best thing was Speedway Go Karting.  Getting behind the wheel for the first 

time in 2020, his debut was cut short by Covid-19, so 2021 would be his official Rookie Year.  

Last weekend Roc headed to Tamworth, NSW for the SKAA Australian Kart Championship, to 

participate in the Sub Junior Class.  Going in as a rookie, Roc had minimal expectations other 

than to gain experience and have fun.  A top 5 finish would be a bonus!   

This would be the largest race meeting to date for Roc.   

The 3 day event, started on the Friday with practice runs to tune the kart into the local  

conditions.  Saturday, consisted of 3 heats where Roc was to start from 3rd, 6th, and 2nd positions 

and finished in 1st, 3rd and 2nd respectively.  Sunday, he had one more heat starting in 8th and  

finishing 3rd.  With such consistent heat results, Roc had done enough to secure the number 1 

position going into the finals that afternoon.   

With lots of nerves and excitement, Roc headed out on the track.  When the green flag fell, 

Roc didn’t get the best start dropping down to 4th spot before spending the next 3 laps making 

his way through to regain the first position.  With 8 laps down, an incident at the back of the 

field resulted in the yellow hazard flag, which meant a single file restart.  Roc wasn’t going to 

be caught out this time and when the green flag signalled to go, Roc puts his foot down and 

pulled away from the field.  On the last lap, Roc had a 0.915 second lead and crossed the  

chequered flag in 1st place.   

Roc was overwhelmed with pride and excitement to be the Australian Title Champion in the Sub 

Junior class and is honoured to display the AUS 1 racing plate on his kart.  









 
CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND APPLICATIONS 2021 

 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps 
and sporting activities. 

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink 
Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. 

There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families. 
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students and $225 for eligible secondary 

school students. Payments are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps,  
excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this 
year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances e.g. child starting school in Prep. 

Application forms are available at the school office. You can also download the form and find out more 
about the program on the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 

web page. Please return completed application forms to the school office as soon as possible. 










